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Natural death and burial in Canada

New date for
London Green
Funeral Exhibition

General

Natural Burial Grounds

e From Mike Salisbury: "Those interested in the development of natural burial
grounds in Canada may find a recently completed Landscape Architecture
Thesis - A Feasibility Study of the Woodland Cemetery in Canada - of interest.
The thesis outlines the historical precedents leading to the development of
green cemeteries and offers insight into design considerations relevant to the
development of green burial grounds in Canada. In addition to the thesis,
there is a Woodland Cemetery Master Plan that explores some of the unique
opportunities of natural burial grounds. Both are available for free download
on www.earthartist.com"

Association of Natural
Burial Grounds
Members' List

Burial on Private Land
Arranging a Funeral

The Funeral Trade

e The Natural Burial Association of Canada www.naturalburialassoc.ca. The
Association's vision is to provide an environmentally friendly alternative to
conventional burials in Canada. The non-profit Association promotes natural
burials through advocacy, education and standards and act as facilitators to
get natural burial grounds set up; as supporters of natural burial initiatives;
and as leaders in establishing principles and guidelines. Members are
individuals, corporations, non-profits, and all others dedicated to providing
natural burials in Canada.

Europe
USA & Canada

Australia & New
Zealand

Trustees & Advisors

Media Articles

British Columbia
Links

¢ Cedar Boughs Natural Death Care Society, Victoria, BC: Cedar Boughs,

a non-profit society founded in 2004, provides education and support
regarding alternatives to current North American Funeral Practices. Cedar
Boughs was created to promote choice regarding all aspects of after-death
practices including care of the body, casket options, transport of the body and
end of life rituals and ceremonies. Cedar Boughs exists as a community
resource to support those who wish to remain personally involved following
the death of a loved one. We plan for 2005 a workshop entitled, Caring for
Our Own - an experiential, educational and supportive workshop for those
interested in choice regarding after-death care and practices: to explore our
societal and personal relationships with death, and to introduce alternative
yet age-old ways of being with life's final passage. Ffi, please contact Laurie
Bayly (tel [250] 415-0296; e: cedarboughs@canada.com). Cedar Boughs
began in memory of Liann Hartley. Family and friends, assisted by Victoria
Hospice, had the privilege of providing complete care throughout her dying in
2002. Following Liann's death, her body was wrapped in a quilt created by
those who loved her and gently laid in @ home-made casket upon a bed of
cedar boughs...a final act of love and gratitude for a life so well lived.

e The Memorial Society of British Columbia is working on a range of green
burial options, as described on its website: www.memorialsocietybc.org
(contact: Ellen Le Fevre, Executive Director, Memorial Society of BC, 212-
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1847 West Broadway, Vancouver, B.C. V6] 1Y6; tel: 604 733 7705; e:
elefevre@telus.net).

Ontario

e Fred Henderson (e: tfh@sympatico.ca) would like to hear from anyone who
is interested in establishing a non-profit organisation with the purpose of
providing green burials in the Ontario area of Canada.

Natural burial in the States
Ramsey Creek Preserve

The Natural Death Centre would like to hear about any natural burial grounds
in the States. One of the first to open was Memorial Ecosystems' 'Ramsey
Creek Preserve' nature park at the edge of the Blue Ridge Mountains in
Western South Carolina. It is considerably more expensive (at $1,950 for the
plot) than most UK natural burial grounds - which is surprising as US land
prices are no doubt generally lower than in the UK.

The Natural Death Centre is also in favour of the human scale and wary of
those who set up branches in a number of locations or who franchise a concept
- which is Memorial Ecosystems' intention.

But aside from these quibbles, the concept sounds to have been excellently
thought through. The following details are extracted from their most interesting
website (at www.memorialecosystems.com).

From Memorial Ecosystems' publicity material:

One of the advantages of using a Memorial Ecosystems preserve for burial is
the potential for saving money while putting the money you do spend to work
for the environment.

The cost of a space in a Memorial Ecosystmems preserve will be about what
you would expect to pay for a burial space in an urban area. That is where the
cost similarities begin and end. Most cemeteries require leak proof vaults,
durable caskets, and expensive grave markers. According to industry sources,
the average cost of a casket runs around $2100, and a vault over $700. Even
flush brass and granite markers can cost $1,000. Elaborate ceremonies can
cost thousands of more dollars more. Some chains will promote cheaper burial
spaces as a "loss leader" to attract clients for the more expensive add on
items.

Memorial Ecosystems does not require vaults and durable caskets. In fact, our
"dust to dust", cycle of life approach does not allow such items (unless required
by state law-not a problem in most states). Biodegradable caskets are much
less expensive than durable ones. A lot of people are unaware that because of
public health concerns, even cremation requires a simple casket. These same
caskets can be used for burial. The least expensive ones, made of reinforced
cardboard, cost dealers as little as $20. Simple pine boxes are also much less
expensive than average. Memorial Ecosystems is currently searching for a
company that can guarantee that the wood and paper used to make the
caskets comes from ecologically sustainable sources.

Our preserves will not create giant parking lots, and some of our more

Unfiled Notes Page 3



Unfiled Notes Page 4



